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This  ceremony of choosing  a  husband was
known by the name of swayamvara.

While the Pandavas lived concealed in the
woods, a proclamation was issued that the
daughter of King Drupada was going to hold
a swayamvara, and that the Princess had
fixed her mind on a husband who excelled
in archery. Arjun, one of the five brothers,
heard the royal message, and being a master
in the craft of handling the bow, betook him-
self to the Panchala capital. The ancient
city looked gay on that happy occasion;
festoons of flowers hung across the streets,
and the houses were decorated with tapestry
and bunting. The Prince, disguised as a
Brahmin, mingled with the joyful crowd
that thronged outside the palace court. A
flourish of martial instruments announced
the arrival of the suitors. As the noble
combatants entered the lists, every eye was
fixed on them, and the shouts and acclama-
tions of the spectators sufficiently attested
the popularity of the entertainment. And
again all eyes turned and gazed eagerly when
the palanquin of Princess Draupadi appeared
on the scene of combat. She was in bridal
dress, and had a garland on her arm. The
bow on which the youthful rivals were to